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On July 2, 2014, the Drug Enforcement Administration 

(DEA) published in the Federal Register the final rule 

placing tramadol (Ultram ® ) into schedule IV of the Con-

trolled Substance Act.  

 

Effective August 18, 2014, all tramadol and tramadol con-

taining medications (i.e., Ultracet® and Ultram ER ® ) will 

follow all regulatory requirements applicable to schedule 

IV controlled substances, which is to include prescrip-

tions expiring 6 months from the date written.  Patients 

will be able to obtain a maximum of 30 day supply with 5 

refills.  

 

What is Tramadol? 
 

Tramadol (Ultram ®) is a prescription medication ap-

proved for the treatment of moderate to moderately 

severe pain in adults.  It was first approved for marketing 

in the United States in 1995 as a non-controlled painkiller.  

However, soon after its approval there were reports of 

diversion and abuse of tramadol.   

 

In addition to relieving pain, tramadol may cause dizzi-

ness, somnolence, nausea and constipation.  Tolerance, 

dependence and addiction to tramadol have been demon-

strated.   

Important Phone 
Numbers: 

 
Clinic Pharmacy    

Tel: (813) 827-9300  
   M-F: 0700-1630 pm 

 
 PharmaCARE Center    

Tel: (813) 828-2226  
M-F: 0830-1700 pm 

  
Drive Thru-Refill  
Pick-Up Center      

Tel: (813) 827-9764                   
M-F: 0830-1700 pm         
   S: 0900-1200 pm   

  
Brandon Pharmacy 
Tel: (813) 827-9736  
M-F: 0730-1700 pm 

 
Mandatory Call-In 

Refill:                    
(813) 828-5367 or  

(800) 272-0201 
          

 -or- 
 

TRICARE Online(TOL): 
https://

www.tricareonline.com 
 

All Pharmacies will be 

CLOSED for Training 

Day:            

 

18 Aug 14 

8 Sep 14 

20 Oct 14 

17 Nov 14 

 

All Pharmacies will be 

CLOSED: 

 

 29 Aug 14 

01 Sep 14 

13 Oct 14 

11 Nov 14 

27 Nov 14 

28 Nov 14 

25 Dec 14 

26 Dec 14 

According to the National Survey on Drug Use and Health 

(NSDUH) in 2012, 3.2 million people in the US aged 12 or 

older used tramadol for nonmedical purposes in their life-

time.  Tramadol is most commonly abused by narcotic ad-

dicts, chronic pain patients, and health professionals.   

 

How Does This Affect Me?  
 

If you have refills remaining on an active tramadol pre-

scription that was written on or after February 18, 2014 and 

initially filled prior to August 18, 2014, the pharmacy can 

offer you one last refill. You will be required to obtain a new 

prescription for subsequent fills of tramadol.   

 

Also, the pharmacy will no longer be able to provide emer-

gency supplies of tramadol to bridge to your next appoint-

ment. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns in regards to your 
tramadol prescription please contact one of our pharma-

cies. 

T    AMADOL 

DEA Schedule IV  

Controlled Substance 
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You can take your prescription and OTC 

medications to any of our disposal drop 

boxes conveniently located in the Main Clinic 

Pharmacy lobby, PharmaCare lobby, Bran-

don Clinic lobby and the Diner’s Reef lobby, 

REMINDER:  

1. Loose medications must be in a con-

tainer—no loose capsules/tablets. 

2. Remove or mark out personal 

identifying information from the 

container 

3. Wrap liquids in a paper towel or 

other absorbent material and 

place in a sealed plastic bag  

4. NO syringes or sharps 

Be the first to know what’s going on at the MacDill AFB pharmacy.  Get up to date information on our services, 

medication formulary and hours of operation.  In addition, you will find links to various websites that will assist 

beneficiaries in maximizing their pharmacy benefit, to include TRICARE and Express Scripts.    
 

Stay Up to Date-Anywhere, Anytime  

upon verification from the original 

pharmacy.   Prescription transfers to 

MacDill AFB are worked during normal 

duty hours and may require up to 

three working days to complete.  If 

needed, an emergency supply of non-

controlled medications may be provid-

ed so you don’t miss any doses (must 

provide original bottle and/or label to 

pharmacy).  So if you and your family 

have just moved here from another base 

or if you are just visiting for a few 

months, we can take care of your phar-

macy needs.  For more information on 

transferring your prescriptions to us, 

talk to one of our helpful staff members.  

How Do I Properly Dispose of Expired/Unused Medications? 

Transferring your prescriptions to the 

MacDill AFB pharmacy is quick and 

easy.  Simply, give us your prescription 

information and we’ll take care of the 

rest.  Our pharmacies can transfer your 

prescriptions (both controlled and non-

controlled) to our pharmacy from any civil-

ian or Department of Defense pharmacy 

Transferring Prescriptions Made Easy 

- Find us on the web!   http://go.usa.gov/pml 

- Follow us on Facebook!  6th Medical Group  

  Pharmacy 

Formulary Updates    
 

Additions: 
 
 

Arava 20mg 
 

Mentanx 
 
 
 
 
 

Deletions: 
 

Suprax 4mg 
 

Orapred ODT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pharmacy welcomes your 

ideas and suggestions on how 

we may improve our services.   

 

Find us online at  

http://go.usa.gov/pml 

 for more information. 
 

What Pharmacy Does What??? 

Are you unsure of where to go when you 

have a prescription to pick up?  Maybe 

this will help…. 

 

HOSPITAL/CLINIC: 

All provider entered prescriptions at the 

hospital/clinic. 

 

PHARMACARE: 

All prescriptions from a civilian provid-

er; paper or faxed. 

REFILL PHARMACY: 

Any prescription you call in to be refilled 

and you selected to pick up at the drive 

thru refill pharmacy at MacDill AFB. 

 

BRANDON: 

All provider order entry prescriptions 

from a Brandon clinic provider, Any 

refills that you called into the automated 

system and you selected to pick up at 

Brandon Clinic Pharmacy. 

 

 

 

 
Medication 

Disposal 


